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December 7, 2017 — 
 
 

YOUNG VOICES WINTER 2017 QUARTERLY REPORT 
 
 

Dear Supporter, 
 
On behalf of Young Voices’ network of 50+ writers, I’d like to wish you a happy holiday 
season. 2017 has been a momentous year for our work spreading the message of liberty in print 
and across the airwaves around the world. 
 
We transformed our keystone Advocate Program, raised the bar for participation, accepted a 
new crop of writers, and drastically expanded our TV and radio output. We doubled down on 
our popular Campus Pundit Program, rewarding college students for publishing op-eds 
defending free speech on their college campus. Finally, we launched a new program, the Free 
Society Fellowship, aimed at tackling the threat that illiberal populism presents to a peaceful 
and prosperous world. 
 
All of this would not have been possible without your support. For that, I am extremely 
grateful and excited to share some updates.  
 
Advocate Program 
After doubling the size of Young Voices’ staff 
from two to four earlier this year, my team 
decided to focus our expanded bandwidth on 
improving the quality of our Advocates’ output 
rather than the pure quantity of Advocates we 
serve.  
 
This strategy has paid off. Our Advocates 
appreciated the one-on-one mentorship 
they’ve received as a result, working with staff 
members on advocacy goals for print, TV, and 
radio, as well as building a long-term career 
trajectory promoting free market ideas. We 
also began to connect them with outside experts, holding monthly policy conference calls 
from our friends on Americans For Prosperity Foundation’s policy team. 
 
We quickly learned that our increased focus on mentorship inspired our Advocates to write 
more, increasing our quantity of media hits as well. Since the beginning of our current fiscal 
year in June, Young Voices has more than doubled our output, achieving 247 media hits in a 

Dan King talking about government surveillance on Fox 5 DC 
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five-month period. That’s 17 more than fiscal year 2017… and we’re only halfway done with 
fiscal year 2018!  
 
Young Voices is now averaging two hits per weekday, and we expect those numbers to 
continue to grow as our new crop of 26 writers, accepted in September, start to spread their 
wings. As a sample of one of our articles, I’ve attached in this report a piece published in 
Reason by Advocate Lindsay Marchello about the growing push to tear down statues of any 
historical figure deemed slightly controversial… even President Abraham Lincoln! 
 
Campus Pundit Program 
Last year, Young Voices launched a new program as the free speech crisis at universities 
across America was reaching a fever pitch. The Campus Pundit Program provides college 
students the media mentorship needed to publish an op-ed defending free speech in their 
university newspaper in exchange for a $100 scholarship. 
 
The program quickly took off, with dozens of students submitting op-eds for our edits. 
Because of this impressive demand, we relaunched the Campus Pundit Program this fall. In 
total, we received 32 applications to the program, with op-eds successfully published at 
notable schools including Duke and Harvard. One op-ed by Bradley Polumbo of the 
University of Massachusetts caused such a stir that he was invited and appeared on a 
nationally syndicated radio show. 
 

In October, Young Voices’ staff was 
generously invited by Flying Dog Brewery 
to give a talk about our Campus Pundit 
Program and the importance of free 
speech at their headquarters in Frederick, 
Maryland. The audience packed the room 
to hear my lecture, “The Art of the Op-ed,” 
learning tips and tricks to become a 
published author. The lecture was one of 
10 that I gave in 2017 alone. Next, Public 
Relations Manager Stephen Kent 
interviewed Flying Dog CEO Jim Caruso 
for an episode of the Young Voices 
podcast, exploring the company’s history 

and why free speech is so fundamental to its values. 
 
Free Society Fellowship 
Looking to the future, Young Voices is aiming to hone our advocacy and target specific issues. 
We intend to do so by launching issue-specific fellowships where a select cohort of our 

A handful of Young Voices’ Advocates, staff, and supporters 
outside of Flying Dog Brewery. 
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Advocates will get intensive training on particular policies with the expectation of producing 
regular commentary in print and on radio/TV over the course of four months. 
 
Our first experiment with this model launched last month, called the Free Society Fellowship. 

From the far-right violence in Charlottesville to the far-left riots in 
Berkeley, young people today are being seduced by radical 
ideologies that threaten a free society. In response, 10 Young 
Voices Free Society Fellows will be messaging the fundamental 
policies of a peaceful and prosperous society (free speech, trade, 
rule of law) versus the danger of illiberal populism rising around 
the world from this month to March 2018. 
 
This new program is an experiment for us, but, thanks to the 
support of our partners and donors, we see a lot of potential for 
similar issue-specific fellowships to evolve into the future of Young 
Voices. I’ll be sure to keep you posted about our progress. 
 
 

Advocate Profile: Ibrahim Anoba 
Hailing from Nigeria, Ibrahim Anoba is a Young Voices Advocate and 
one of Africa’s emerging libertarian leaders. After becoming involved 
with Students For Liberty, Ibrahim applied and was accepted into the 
Advocate Program in September 2016, quickly developing a name for 
himself as a commentator at top African policy blogs such as 
RealClearWorld and Pulse, a division of Business Insider. This fall, 
executive director Casey Given helped Ibrahim secure an internship at 
the Competitive Enterprise Institute in Washington, DC through a 
recommendation. Ibrahim has been fully embracing his time in the 
States, receiving one-on-one TV training from Public Relations 
Manager Stephen Kent and attending numerous events including the 
World Bank’s Youth Summit. We hope Young Voices can help 
Ibrahim’s future aiding young Africans in advocating peace, prosperity, 
and justice on their continent. 
 
Ibrahim is grateful for his experience with Young Voices: 
 

I got exposed to the philosophy of freedom as a fresh graduate with numerous opinions on how 
to make Africa work, but I struggled to strategically communicate them. Young Voices helped 
me find my voice.  
 
The program has tremendously improved my advocacy skills and given me opportunities that 
continue to help me work for a prosperous Africa. 
 

A handful of Free Society Fellows 

Ibrahim speaking with John 
Stossel 
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As we look ahead into 2018, I’d like to pause and thank you for your support of our growing 
network of pro-liberty writers. Your help has fueled Young Voices’ most successful year yet.  
 
From the bottom of my heart, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

 
Sincerely, 

                                                                   
Casey Given 
Executive Director 
Young Voices 

 
 
P.S.  I could list all the outlets Young Voices’ Advocates have been published in since June, but 
a picture is worth a thousand words! 
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“Not Even Lincoln Is Spared the Wrath of the Statue Topplers” by 
Lindsay Marchello 

It began with Confederate monuments, but it was only a matter of time before the history of 
everyone ever commemorated in America was in dispute. Even Abraham Lincoln. 
 
The statue of the 16th president and liberator of slaves at 
the top of Bascom Hill is one of the most beloved sites on 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison campus. Graduating 
students and their families wait in line for hours in the 
spring to have their pictures taken in Lincoln's lap. 
Wunk Sheek, an indigenous student group, does not share 
this sentiment. The group has charged that a statue of 
Lincoln has no place on campus. 
 
"Everyone thinks of Lincoln as the great, you know, freer 
of slaves, but let's be real: He owned slaves, and as natives, 
we want people to know that he ordered the execution of 
native men," Misha Johnson, co-president of fiscal 
relations for Wunk Sheek told the Daily Cardinal, one of 
the student newspapers. "Just to have him here at the top of Bascom is just really belittling." 
 
It is wrong to say Lincoln ever owned slaves, but he was president during the Dakota War of 
1862 and he did authorize the execution on December 26, 1862 of 38 Dakota men out of more 
than 300 convicted of war crimes in military tribunals. 
 
According to College Fix, university administration has said it has no intention of moving 
Lincoln anywhere. But the school is planning on putting up a handful of signs around campus 
to "interpret the 12,000 year history" of those who inhabited the land upon which the 
university was built. 
 
Madison's Lincoln has been under siege for a while now. Two years ago, during the height of 
Black Lives Matter protests, a group, "About Race UW," proposed removing the statue, but the 
idea never gained traction. 
 
Since then the Lincoln statue has been subjected to graffiti decrying all white people as racist 
and draped in a black tarp after the 2016 election. 

The Lincoln statue at UW-Madison 
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The UW student government this past Spring approved a resolution to educate the 
community about Lincoln's oppression of Native Americans, a resolution the administration 
never took up. 
 
Pressure to address racism and white supremacy after the terrible events at Charlottesville, 
where Neo-Nazis marched in the streets and one counter protester was killed, likely prompted 
UW Madison students and administrators to renew efforts to address the campus' history, 
including the Lincoln statue. 
 
Week Shunk insists the focus not be turned from Lincoln's part in the Dakota War 
punishment. The history, like all history, is more complicated than it has been portrayed by 
the activists. 
 
Between 400 and 800 U.S. citizens, 77 U.S. soldiers and more than 150 Dakota Native 
Americans died, although definitive numbers are hard to find. 
 
"Anxious to not act with so much clemency as to encourage another outbreak on the one 
hand, nor with so much severity as to be real cruelty on the other, I caused a careful 
examination of the records of trials to be made," Lincoln reportedly told the U.S. Senate after 
reviewing each trial of the over 300 Dakota men accused of war crimes. 
 
The causes leading up to a terrible and bloody war, the treatment of Native Americans after 
the war, and the fairness of the military tribunals are all valid parts of a larger historical 
discussion. Portraying Lincoln as a white supremacist who signed off on the execution of 
Native Americans distorts the discussion. Demanding the Lincoln statue be removed is 
demanding the discussion be silenced. 
 
Answering the demands of activists without any certainty that the complexities and nuances 
of history will be included reflects a troubling trend. Whether Christopher Columbus, 
Thomas Jefferson, or Lincoln, people need to be exposed to and learn to navigate the 
complexity of their shared history. 
 
Not enough history is required of students. Revising how history is taught in schools and 
universities is a possible solution to the complex question. Perhaps teachers could incorporate 
more first person accounts from a broader spectrum of voices to paint a more accurate picture 
of the past. Moving away from textbook learning could be the first step toward engaging 
students to not only think for themselves, but to grapple with the moral complexity of 
history's key figures. 
 
Lindsary Marchello is a Young Voices Advocate and an associate editor of the Carolina 
Journal. She was Reason’s Spring 2017 Burton C. Gray Memorial Intern. 


